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Abstract: Special need education means the special education arrangements which are in place for people with 
disabilities, and children with special need – have a constitutional right to free primary education. Children with 
special education needs have the right to free education up to age 18. Education for children with special need 
may be provided in mainstream classes in mainstream schools in special classes in mainstream schools in 
special schools. They may get help from learning support and resource teachers and care support from special 
needs assistants. Documentation of efforts for against special education in India remains spars before India’s 
independence from Britain. However, decades of Inclusive policy are not aligning with realities on the ground 
India is experiencing policy implementation problems, and as a result, policies which should produce an 
inclusive system of education for people of all ability levels are only resulting in fragment of inclusion scattered 
across the country. After Independence so may Policies are created by the government of India for the children 
with special needs. The most important act is framed in 2005. The government of India decided to make 
amendment 21A of the constitution, giving n of all ability levels are only resulting in fragment of inclusion 
scattered across the country. After Independence so may Policies are created by the government of India for the 
children with special needs. The most important act is framed in 2005. The government of India decided to 
make amendment 21A of the constitution, giving children between the age of 6-14 The right to free, appropriate 
and compulsory education an act. The right to education act was passed in 2009 and put into full effect in 2010 
and it got constitutional validity on April 12, 2012 According to it “Children with disabilities and special needs 
also have the right to education just as normal children do”. So many other schemes which provides quality 
education for all children. There are several national and local NGOs that champion the cause of children with 
disabilities and provide specific resource centers in support of inclusive education.     
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Introduction – special education or special needs 
education is the practice of educating students with 
special needs in a way that addresses their 
individual differences and needs. Ideally, this 
process involves the individually planned and 
systematically monitored arrangement of teaching 
procedures, adapted equipment and materials, 
accessible settings and other interventions designed 
to help learners with special needs achieve a higher 
level of personal self sufficiency and success in 
school and community than would be available if 
the student were only given access to a typical 
classroom education.  
 Common special needs include learning 
disabilities, communication disabilities, emotional 
and behavioral disorders, physical disabilities and 
developmental disabilities. Students with that type 
of special needs are likely to benefit from 
additional educational services such as different 
approaches to teaching, the use of technology, a 
specifically adapted teaching area, or a resource 
room. But the term “special education” is generally 
used to specifically indicate instruction of students 
with disabilities. Special education is designed 
specifically for students with special needs; 
remedial education can be designed for any 
students with or without special needs. 
 “Special education refers to a range of 
educational and social services provided by the 
public school system and other educational 
institutions to individuals with disabilities who are 
between 3 and 21 year of age.  
 Special education can include a range of 
support services; depending on the special needs of 
the students support services may involve physical 
assistance and therapy counseling and psycho 
therapy, modified learning environments and 
behavioral modification techniques 
Purpose- Special education is designed to ensure 
that students with disabilities are provided with an 
environment that allows them to be educated 
effectively. Disabilities that qualify for special 
education include physical disabilities such as 
blindness, mental disabilities, such as Down’s 
syndrome and autism, medical conditions, such as 
oxygen dependence or traumatic brain injury, 
learning deficits such as dyslexia, and behavioral 
disorders, such as hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 
and conduct disorders.  
History of Special Education in India 
Pre independence the limited service for people 
with disabilities arose largely out of the private 
sector or from non-governmental organization 
which were often religious. The first special school 
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for people with disabilities in India was a school 
for the blind, which was opened in 1869 by Jane 
Leupot, with support of the church Missionary 
society. Fourteen years later in 1883, a school for 
the deaf was opened in Bombay. 1887 Christian 
missionaries opened a school for blind in Amritsar. 
During the 1800s, all of the special schools for 
people with disability accommodated people with 
physical disabilities, It was not until 1918 that the 
first school for people with intellectual disabilities 
was established. All of these schools exemplify the 
type of special education services offered during 
the 1800s and 1900s. 
 
Policies of Government of India for CWSN 
The policies and action by the government 
of India regarding enclusive special education on 
19405 contradicted each other entirely. The 
sergeant report by central advisory board of 
Education in 1944 suggested children with 
disabilities should be entirely mainstreamed. This 
decade was marked by a large increase in the 
amount of money giver to voluntary organization to 
establish special school. Most of there segregated 
schools were expensive and located in urban areas, 
further maginializing people with disabilities in 
rural areas. 
 
After Independence Inclusive education is 
written into India’s constitution as a fundamental 
right for all citizens the 86
th
 Amendement to the 
constitution, section 21A reads, “The state shall 
provide free and compulsory education to all 
children of the age of six to fourteen years in such 
manner as the state may, by law, determine”. 
 
In 1964 the Kothari commission was 
created by government of India to improve the 
education system. The plan odd action created by 
the Kothari commission included people with 
disabilities, but unfortunately, the Government of 
India never implemented it. 
 
The second policy that Scholar Alure cites 
as preventing the plan of Action of the Kothari 
commission from being successfully implemented 
is the Intergated child Development scheme 
(ICDS) of 1974. 
 
The Integrated Education of Disabled 
children scheme of 1974 – The program provided 
children with disabilities, financial support for 
books, school uniforms Transportation, special 
equipment and aids, with the intention of using 
these aids to include children in mainstream 
classrooms. And it was encouraged and funded by 
UNICEF. 
The National policy on Education of 1986 – The 
Policy also included a provision regarding teacher 
training for all mainstream education teachers, by 
including a compulsory special education 
component in preservice training of general 
teachers. This policy was not implemented until the 
plan of Action was created in 1992. The 1992 
program of Action says that once children with 
disabilities acquire basic living skills, which would 
be learned in resource rooms or special schools, 
that they should be mainstreamed. The 
Rehabilitation council of India Act is also created 
in 1992.  
 
The Right to Education Bill - The right to 
education bill was drafted by ministry of Human 
Resource Development in 2005. And it was passed 
in 2009 and put into full effect in 2010. The 
Supreme court upheld the constitutional validity of 
the act on April 12, 2012. This Act is important for 
inclusion that students with disabilities have 
specific clauses with in the bill that ensure their 
rights as students, and erciting that this particular 
bill is addressing this group. There are several other 
important clauses that make up this act to ensure 
that students with and without disabilities are 
guaranteed an education. 
 
Inclusive and Integrated Education – In 
1996 the Government of India enacted the 
disabilities (Equal opportunities, Protection, 
participation) Act (PWD Act) of 1995 (Ministery 
and company affairs, 1996). The Act provide 
preventive and promotional aspects of reha - Such 
aspects as education, employment, no prevention 
and early detection, Social secure- manpower 
development and affirmative act-categories of 
disability were covered in the “blindness”, “Low 
vision”, Leprosy cured, “hearing impairment”, 
“Locomotor disability”, “mental retardation” also. 
 
The PWD act required the central, state 
and government to ensure that all children with 
accuss to a free and appropriate” education years. It 
is also called upone these three of promote. 
“integrated education.” 
 
The act out comprehensive education 
scheme to provide facilities, remove archilectural 
barriers, support with other study materials, grant 
scholarships, recurrieculum, and modify the 
examination syllabus of children with special 
needs. 
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Education Programme for CWSN 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) – The key objective 
of SSA is Universalization of Elementry Education 
(UEE), three important aspects of which are access, 
enrolment and retention of all children in 6-14 year 
of age. SSA ensures that every child with special 
needs, irrespective of the kind, category and degree 
of disability, is provided meaningful and quality 
education. Hence SSA has adopted a Zero rejection 
policy. This amendment has given a new thrust to 
the education of children with special needs 
(CWSN) including autism, as without their 
inclusion, the objective of UEE cannot be achieved. 
Inclusive Education for Disabled Secondary Stage 
(IEDSS) 
The scheme of integrated Education for Disabled 
children (IEDC) was launched in 1974 by the then 
Department of social welfare and was later 
transferred to the department of Education in 1982-
83. The scheme was revised in 1982 and provided 
educational opportunities for disabled children in 
common schools to facilitate their integration and 
ultimate retention in the general school system. 
This has now been replaced by IEDSS, launched in 
April, 2009. It provide assistances for the inclusive 
education of disabled children of class IX-XII 
having blindness, low vision, leprosy cured, 
hearing impairment, Locomotors disabilities, 
mental retard ration, mental illness, autism and 
cerebral palsy. 
 The central Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) has made several changes in the 
examination by laws Feb, 2009 to 
facilitate the disabled children, including 
those with autism, giving the Board 
(Public) Examination of class X and XII. 
 Use an amanuensis and be allowed an 
additional time ranging from 50 – 60 
minutes depending on the duration of 
paper. 
 Option of studying one Compulsory 
language as against two with in the overall 
spirit of the three Language formula 
prescribed by the board. 
Gyan Prapha - A scholarship scheme for people 
with developmental disabilitism enables them to 
pursue any employment oriented vocational 
training, professional course or higher studies (post 
schooling from any recognized Institution, leading 
to an economic activity. 
    National Awards for Emplovernment of 




 Normal Child  
 Normal Teacher 
 Normal Schools 
 Special Child 
 Special Teacher 
 Special School 
Integrated 
Education 
 System stays the same 




 Flexible system 
 Different types of children 
 All children can learn 
 Different abilities, ethnic groups, size, age, background, gender 
 Change the system to fit the child 
Education 
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the ministry of social Justice & Empowerment, in 
various categories which includes autism also.  
    Government Sponsored Health Insurances 
Plan “Nirmaya” for people with autism, mental 
disorders and multiple disabilities was launched in 
2008. To provide affordable Health Insurance to 
persons with autism, cerebral palsy, mental 
Retardation & multiple, disabilities. This has been 
a breakthrough, since earlier Health Insurance 
products did not include people with 
developmental disabilities.  
Role of inclusive education   
Inclusive education strive to address the learning 
needs of children with special needs with a 
particular focus on those who are subject to being 
isolated and excluded. The philosophy behind 
inclusive education is to promote opportunities for 
all children to participate, learn of have equal 
treatment, irrespective of their mental or physical 
abilities. While the awareness on inclusive 
education in schools through out the country is still 
at an infancy stage.  
 Lack of flexibility in curriculum inability 
to fend for themselves and thus being bullied by 
other in the class and not getting adequate attention 
from the teacher are common issues. All these may 
result in the child not getting a fair inclusive 
education as a result, the number of children with 
special needs receiving higher education having a 
balanced curriculum that is appropriate for all 
categories of children, teachers who have the 
ability to handle the individual needs with in the 
classroom and thereby promote an environment 
where development, social skills and student 
participation are strongly encouraged. 
 Hence, inclusive education becomes a key 
reason for integrating a special child with the 
mainstream. 
Finding and Conclusions 
In conclusion, Children with special needs have a 
distinctive experience undergoing inclusive 
education along with normal, non-disabled 
classmates. 
 There are several barriers for providing 
education to special children in a regular 
classroom. We can overcome these obstacles by 
creating more awareness on inclusive education by 
schools having the resources and ability to 
restructure their curriculum to cater to all types of 
students, by recruiting teachers who have the skills 
and proficiency to meet varing demands with in the 
classroom and by having the support of increasing 
the confidence of a number of special children to 
aspire for a valuable education like their normal 
peers. Further parents have a vital role as parents to 
make inclusive education successful with the 
classroom. 
 This possible when the children with 
special needs continue to live at home and attend 
school, just like normal children. Parents should 
also be involved with the teachers and 
administrative staff at the school to coordinates 
travel arrangements, school activities and learning 
material for their special child.   
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